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ACCESS AUDITING

Galway Centre for Independent Living’s

Access Auditing Service

Accessibility of the built environment for people with
disabilities in Ireland is mainly controlled by the
Technical Guidance Document, Part M, of the Building
Regulations (2000) entitled “Access for People with
Disabilities”. The underlying philosophy of Part M is to
ensure that buildings are usable by people with
disabilities. The Building Regulations (2000) apply to
construction of new buildings after 1st January 2001 and
any extension work or renovations carried out after this
date.

There are also a number of Acts that provide a legislative
framework to ensure that premises and services comply
with minimum accessibility requirements. These include
the Safety Health and Welfare at Work Act 1989, the
Employment Equality Act 1998/2004, the Equal Status Act
2000/2004, the Disability Act 2005 and Safety, Health and
Welfare at Work Act 2005. Also, key national plans such
as the Programme for Prosperity and Fairness 2000, and
Sustaining Progress 2003, have promoted accessibility.
While legislation provides for minimum standards in
accessibility, Universal Access takes this one step further.
It is a key concept that states that all environments
should be accessible by everyone, regardless of ability.
Everybody is different and there is no ‘average’ person.
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As a result, universal accessibility will benefit everyone
because people with disabilities, people of small or tall
stature, parents with buggies, delivery persons and so

forth will have greater and safer access to the built and

external environments.

Services Provided:

Access Consultants at Galway Centre for Independent
Living can advise on proposed, planned and existing
buildings/extensions. As recognised leaders in all aspects
of disability we provide a quality service that is
customised to meet individual client needs.

Our organisation is available to undertake consultancy

work throughout Ireland.

Exterior General:
» Approach routes & signage
« Parking facilities & signage
» Routes for pedestrians
« Building Approach

and Entrances

Interior General:

» Doorways

« Circulation Spaces
« Corridors

o Stairways & Lifts
« Particular Rooms
« Toilets

Entrance detailing:
e Access control

» Thresholds

« Lighting

» Gradients
 Highlighting

o Lighting & Colour contrast
 Furniture and Fittings

« Floor finishing

o Staff Training & Awareness
» Management Procedures

Please contact the office for details.
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